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have helped millions of Americans find inde-
pendence and dignity. We stand for a culture 
of life in which every person counts and every 
person matters. We stand for institutions like 
marriage and family, which are the founda-
tions of our society. We stand for judges who 
strictly and faithfully interpret the law. 

And we stand for a culture of responsibility 
in America. This culture of our country is 
changing from one that has said, ‘‘If it feels 
good, do it,’’ and ‘‘If you’ve got a problem, 
blame somebody else’’ to a culture in which 
each of us understands we are responsible 
for the decisions we make in life. If you are 
fortunate enough to be a mother or a father, 
you’re responsible for loving your child with 
all your heart. If you’re worried about the 
quality of the education in the community 
in which you live, you’re responsible for 
doing something about it. If you’re a CEO 
in corporate America, you’re responsible for 
telling the truth to your shareholders and 
your employees. And in a new responsibility 
society, each of us is responsible for loving 
our neighbor just like we’d like to be loved 
ourselves. 

For all Americans, these years in our his-
tory will always stand apart. There are quiet 
times in the life of a nation when little is 
expected of its leaders. This isn’t one of those 
times. You and I are living in a period when 
the stakes are high, challenges are difficult, 
a time when firm resolve is needed. 

None of us will ever forget that week when 
one era ended and another began. On Sep-
tember the 14th, 2001, I stood in the ruins 
of the Twin Towers. I will never forget that 
day. There were workers in hardhats shout-
ing, ‘‘Whatever it takes.’’ Working the 
ropeline with tired firefighters and police and 
rescue workers, they said, ‘‘Don’t let us 
down.’’ As we all did that day, these men 
and women searching through the rubble 
took it personally. I took it personally. I have 
a responsibility that goes on. I will never re-
lent in bringing justice to our enemies. I will 
defend our country, whatever it takes. 

In these times, I have also been witness 
to the character of this Nation. Not so long 
ago, some had their doubts about the Amer-
ican character, our capacity to meet serious 
challenges, our willingness to serve a cause 
greater than self-interest. Americans have 

given their answer. I have seen the unselfish 
courage of our troops. I’ve seen the heroism 
of Americans in the face of danger. I’ve seen 
the spirit of service and compassion renewed 
in our country. We’ve all seen our Nation 
unite in common purpose when it mattered 
most. 

We will need all these qualities for the 
work ahead. We have a war to win, and the 
world is counting on us to lead the cause 
of freedom and peace. We have a duty to 
spread opportunity to every part of America. 
This is the work that history has set before 
us. We welcome it, and we know that for 
our great land, the best days lie ahead. 

May God bless you, and may God continue 
to bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:47 p.m. at the 
Reno-Sparks Convention Center. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Kenny C. Guinn of Nevada 
and his wife, Dema; Dawn Gibbons, wife of Rep-
resentative Jim Gibbons; Mayor Robert Cashell 
of Reno, NV; former President Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq; Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder of Ger-
many; and Prime Minister Junichiro Koizumi of 
Japan. This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. 

Statement on the Death of 
Ray Charles 

June 18, 2004 

Ray Charles Robinson was a hero—the 
child who faced down adversity and worked 
hard to become one of the greatest examples 
of the American Dream. His songs have lift-
ed us in times of sorrow and helped us cele-
brate in times of joy. 

His music and his optimism touched the 
lives and hearts of millions and spanned gen-
erations, cultures, races, and backgrounds. 
People from all walks of life would come to-
gether and tap their feet as one when Ray 
Charles played. 

Laura and I send our prayers and condo-
lences to his family and friends. 

NOTE: This item was not received in time for pub-
lication in the appropriate issue. 
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Message on the Observance of 
Juneteenth, 2004 
June 18, 2004 

I send greetings to those celebrating 
Juneteenth. 

On June 19, 1865, Major General Gordon 
Granger and his Union troops arrived in Gal-
veston, Texas, bringing word of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation which had been issued 
more than 2 years earlier. On hearing the 
news that ‘‘all persons held as slaves’’ in the 
rebellious States were ‘‘thenceforward, and 
forever free,’’ former slaves celebrated their 
new freedom. 

Today, African Americans in Texas and 
other parts of the country observe June 19, 
also known as Juneteenth, with cookouts, 
family gatherings, parades, and other com-
munity events. Juneteenth celebrates the 
truth that freedom is God’s gift to every man 
and woman. This day also recognizes the 
progress America has made in ensuring that 
our Nation lives up to our founding prin-
ciples of liberty, equality, and justice, and 
represents an occasion to reaffirm our com-
mitment to these principles. 

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. This 
item was not received in time for publication in 
the appropriate issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
June 19, 2004 

Good morning. This week, we received 
more good news showing that our economy 
is gaining momentum. The Department of 
Labor reported State-by-State job gains for 
the month of May. In every region of our 
Nation and across many growing industries, 
more Americans are finding work. The State 
of Arizona added 8,400 new jobs in May. 
New Jersey gained 9,500 new jobs. Pennsyl-
vania added 10,700 new jobs. And North 
Carolina picked up 13,400 new jobs. 

The unemployment rate has fallen in 46 
out of the 50 States over the last year. And 
many of the new jobs are being created in 

industries that pay above average wages, such 
as construction and education and manufac-
turing. 

Time and again, our economy has defied 
the gloomy predictions of pessimists. Be-
cause of the hard work of so many Americans 
and because of the good policies in Wash-
ington, DC, our economy is strong, and it 
is getting stronger. America has added more 
than 1.4 million new jobs since last August. 
Our economy has grown at the fastest pace 
in almost two decades, and the recession was 
one of the shortest and shallowest in modern 
American history. 

Americans are earning more, and because 
of tax relief, they’re keeping more of what 
they earn. Real after-tax incomes have in-
creased by 11 percent since the start of 2001. 
Those are important gains for our entire 
economy because they go to the taxpayers 
and not to the Government. And we have 
seen that the taxpayers know best how to 
drive our economy forward. Moms and dads 
have used their child tax credit checks and 
other tax relief to boost demand throughout 
our economy. The homeownership rate is at 
an alltime high, and because of greater de-
mand, businesses are making more purchases 
of equipment. Business investment is up 
more than 9 percent in the last year. And 
we know that when businesses invest, that 
makes it more likely someone will find a job. 

Tax relief is working. But there’s more to 
do to keep our economy growing. My pro- 
growth, pro-jobs economic agenda starts with 
making tax relief permanent so the families 
and businesses can plan for the future with 
confidence. The House has voted to make 
much of my tax relief permanent. And now 
the Senate needs to act, so that we do not 
raise taxes on the American people. 

We must maintain our policy of open 
trade, because we know that on a level play-
ing field, America’s workers can compete 
with anyone in the world. We must make 
sure our children are learning and our work-
ers are ready for their first day on the job. 
So I proposed reforms to improve our 
schools and worker training programs. 

We must have a national energy plan that 
promotes conservation, exploration, and in-
vestment in infrastructure, which will reduce 
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